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Models of Intervention: Elementary 

This document provides considerations for a model for intervention and is intended to be used 
in an activity during District Intervention System professional learning session. 

There are a variety of approaches to finding time for intervention in elementary schools. This 
document outlines some of these approaches for the District Implementation Team to consider. 

All Hands On Deck or Walk to Intervention 

Reading classes are parallel scheduled across same grade classes or across grades 
(depending on a cross-class or cross-grade model).  In some schools, Tier 1 reading instruction 
includes an extended amount of time for reading.  At the end of the Tier 1 instruction, students 
then “walk to read” and literally move to designated classrooms that provide instruction based 
on student need.  In this model, students are homogeneously grouped with reduced class/group 
size for Tier 2 intervention.  During this time, some students receive enrichment and 
reinforcement, while other students receive specific Tier 2 skill instruction in small groups based 
on assessed student needs. 

• General education teachers, instructional aides, interventionists, special education 
teachers, reading coaches, and other available trained personnel join the Tier 2 
intervention classes to assist with small group instruction. 

• Small group instruction means one teacher or provider with one small group for the 
duration of the Tier 2 intervention.  Students requiring Tier 2 intervention need more, not 
less instructional time. 

• Tier 2 intervention classes are configured to be as small as possible and students 
receive instruction carefully designed to meet their assessed needs 

• All students return to their classroom after the targeted intervention/enrichment time 

Intervention Blocks 

Students remain in their own classrooms for core reading instruction, without intervention time 
added on.  At a designated time during the school day, all students receive additional reading 
support (intervention or enrichment).  Support classes are parallel scheduled to allow for flexible 
grouping within a grade level.  The parallel scheduling frees personnel from other instructional 
responsibilities so that they are available to teach these classes. 

• Students participating in Tier 2 or Tier 3 interventions receive targeted or intensive skill 
instruction 

• Students who are successful with the Tier 1 core reading instruction receive enrichment 
and reinforcement 



Michigan’s MTSS Technical Assistance Center 
2 

• Some schools find that it is easier to manage schedules for interventionists when there 
is a set schedule across grade level 

• Having a specific time for an intervention block ensures that students are not missing 
core instruction 

Homogeneous Grouping for Reading Instruction & Intervention 

Additional time is built into the extended reading block and classes are parallel scheduled as 
much as possible across the grade level.  All students are divided into three fairly 
homogeneously groups for reading instruction based upon their support needs (e.g., above 
grade level, on grade level, below grade level).  Instruction is specifically designed to meet the 
needs of the students enrolled. 

• A portion of the extended reading block is devoted to teaching the Tier 1 core 
curriculum, with increased intensity of instruction and more opportunities for practice for 
students in the below grade level group 

• The remainder of the block is dedicated to interventions or enrichment, depending on the 
group 

• For struggling readers in the below grade level group, a skill reinforcement block within 
the reading block would include teacher-directed intervention lessons focused on skill 
needs identified by benchmark, placement test, and progress monitoring data 

• Those few students with intensive reading support needs would receive a third reading 
lesson individualized to their specific needs during the block and delivered by a teacher, 
reading interventionist, or other staff 

• At the completion of the reading block, student return to their original classroom for the 
remainder of the day 
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