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Program Indicators for MTSS Framework (General)

The MiMTSS Technical Assistance Center has evaluated the program indicators for specific 
MTSS strategies. This document provides districts with an evaluation of a general MTSS 
framework.

Introduction

The selection of evidence-based programs, practices, initiatives, or assessments should include 
a comprehensive process which addresses multiple components. The National Implementation 
Research Network (NIRN) outlines the components of a quality review, selection, and de-
selection process within their Hexagon Tool (Metz and Louison, 2019). The process includes a 
thorough examination of Implementing Site Indicators and Program Indicators.

Implementing Site Indicators assess the degree to which a new or existing program, practice, or 
initiative matches the district’s population needs, aligns with current initiatives and examines the 
capacity necessary for successful initial and on-going implementation efforts (e.g., financial, 
structural, cultural, responsivity). These indicators are specific to each individual district.

Program Indicators allow for careful examination of the evidence, necessary resources to 
support initial and on-going implementation, and usability (e.g., degree in which it is well-
defined, opportunities to observe mature implementing sites, several replications of successful 
outcomes). These indicators are specific to the program or practice.
The remainder of this document provides an evaluation of the Program Indicators for a general 
MTSS framework. The process for reviewing each MTSS strategy includes the use of specific 
questions to assist in the rating of the strategy using the rubric provided.  Questions were 
answered based on evidence and research from the field. A summary of the findings for each 
program indicator is also provided.

Strategy Description (from MiStrategy Bank)

A Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) is a comprehensive framework comprised of a 
collection of research-based strategies designed to meet the individual needs and assets of the 
whole child at all achievement levels. MTSS intentionally interconnects the education, health, 
and human service systems in support of learners, schools, centers, and community outcomes.

The five essential components of MTSS are inter-related and complementary. Implementation 
of the essential components as intended provides educational settings with a framework to 
organize the strategies and processes needed to support successful learner outcomes. The five 
essential components include the following: Team-Based Leadership; Tiered Delivery System; 
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Selection and Implementation of Instruction, Interventions and Supports; Comprehensive 
Screening & Assessment System; Continuous Data-Based Decision Making.

Evidence

The evolution of MTSS for both academics and behavior has reflected implementation efforts, 
state and local policy requirements, and differing funding methods and priorities. Nationally, 
nearly 50% of states have shifted from using the term Response to Intervention (RTI) to 
predominately using the term MTSS. One rationale for this shift is a need to align academic and 
behavior supports under one seamless tiered system. As districts implement MTSS, integration 
of systems at the district level and tiered delivery models for academics and behavior are 
necessary (Freeman, R., Miller, D., & Newcomer, L., 2015).

At the federal level, the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA), as amended by 
Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 (ESSA), promotes a multi-tiered system of supports as a 
comprehensive continuum of evidence-based, systemic practices to support all students. The 
What Works Clearing House (WWC) and the ESSA Tiers of Evidence were used to evaluate a 
general MTSS Framework. When applied generally, an MTSS framework was found to have 
promising evidence, an ESSA Level of 3. However, when an MTSS framework is applied to a 
specific tiered delivery model for academics or behavior, the evidence to support its 
effectiveness is even stronger.

The MDE MTSS Practice Profile, which clearly defines the essential components of MTSS, 
includes additional citations of current research to support each component.

Evidence Rating: 3- Some Evidence: The program or practice shows some evidence of 
effectiveness through less rigorous research studies that include comparison groups

Usability

The Michigan Department of Education, along with the State Implementation & Scaling-up of 
Evidence-based Practices Center (SISEP), worked together to develop the MDE MTSS Practice 
Profile. The practice profile clearly defines standards or expectations for what MTSS looks like 
in practice and provides guidance for implementation of MTSS as indicated in Michigan’s state 
law. Each essential component of MTSS consists of key actions taken by educators and leaders 
which have been defined along a developmental continuum from expected behavior, to 
developmental, and unacceptable use.

The MDE Practice Profile Development Process was research-based and refined through 
usability cycles conducted with two Michigan Intermediate School Districts (i.e., Transformation 
Zone). Results of the learning from the Transformation Zone are outlined in the report, 
Implementation Matters.

The MTSS Practice Profile defines what MTSS looks like in practice from a district lens.  
Implementation of the district infrastructure to support a general MTSS framework can be 
measured using the District Capacity Assessment (DCA).  However, the general MTSS 
framework must be applied to specific areas at the school level (e.g., reading, behavior) to result 
in improved outcomes for learners. School-level implementation of MTSS is measured using 
school-level fidelity assessments, such as the Reading Tiered Fidelity Inventory (R-TFI), and 
School-wide PBIS Tiered Fidelity Inventory (SWPBIS TFI).

https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/midwest/pdf/blogs/RELMW-ESSA-Tiers-Video-Handout-508.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MDE_MTSS_Practice_Profile_5.0July2020_ADA_700696_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MDE_MTSS_Practice_Profile_5.0July2020_ADA_700696_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MDE_MTSS_Practice_Profile_5.0July2020_ADA_700696_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/2021-MTSS_Practice_Profile.4.1_721570_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/TZ_Final_Report_Published_2.23.21_720126_7.pdf
https://nirn.fpg.unc.edu/sites/nirn.fpg.unc.edu/files/imce/documents/DCA 7.7 10-18-19.pdf
https://mimtsstac.org/evaluation/fidelity-assessments/reading-tiered-fidelity-inventory-r-tfi
https://assets-global.website-files.com/5d3725188825e071f1670246/60108a57b3fa685215c10927_SWPBIS Tiered Fidelity Inventory (TFI).pdf
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Usability Rating: 5-Highly Usable: The program or practice has operationalized principles and 
values, core components that are measurable and observable, and a validated fidelity 
assessment; modifiable components are identified to support contextualization for new settings 
or populations.

Supports

MiMTSS Technical Assistance Center (MiMTSS TAC) works on behalf of MDE to provide a 
continuum of technical assistance to ISDs, LEAs, and schools. The MiMTSS TA center's 
mission is to improve outcomes for all learners by assisting educators in developing 
infrastructures to support high quality and sustained implementation of effective, data-driven 
practices within an MTSS framework.

The MiMTSS TAC offers a continuum of technical assistance offerings. TA options for universal 
and targeted technical assistance are outlined in the MiMTSS TA Catalog. In addition, districts 
can apply for intensive technical assistance which includes professional learning and direct 
coaching supports from MiMTSS staff.

MiMTSS Data System is a free-access web-based data system designed for LEAs, ISDs and 
MDE to gather and analyze data that is critical for the continuous improvement of MTSS in 
Michigan.

MiMTSS YouTube Channel is full of resources to support educators' installation and use of 
MTSS processes, practices, and data. Navigate to the YouTube channel to check out what is 
there and consider subscribing to the channel for updates when new videos are added.

Guidance on how to coordinate the use of state and federal funds to support the implementation 
of MTSS can be found in the MiMTSS document Fiscal Guidance for Implementing a Multi-
Tiered System of Supports (MTSS).

Additional resources and supports can be found on the MTSS page of MDE’s website.

Supports Rating: 5-Well Supported: Comprehensive resources are available from an expert 
(a program developer or intermediary) to support implementation, including resources for 
building the competency of staff (staff selection, training, coaching, fidelity) and organizational 
practice (data system and data use support, policies and procedures, stakeholder and partner 
engagement).

https://mimtsstac.org/
https://mimtsstac.org/evaluation/mimtss-data-system
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBv-Ta-s7l62KeTgu5Hn8mA/featured
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MiMTSS_Fiscal_Guidance_v1_05-20-21_729240_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MiMTSS_Fiscal_Guidance_v1_05-20-21_729240_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-81376_86454---,00.html
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URLs Used in Document 
ESSA Tiers of Evidence: What You Need to Know 
(https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/edlabs/regions/midwest/pdf/blogs/RELMW-ESSA-Tiers-Video-Handout-
508.pdf)

MDE MTSS Practice Profile 
(https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MDE_MTSS_Practice_Profile_5.0July2020_ADA_7
00696_7.pdf)

MDE Practice Profile Development Process 
(https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/2021-MTSS_Practice_Profile.4.1_721570_7.pdf)

Implementation Matters 
(https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/TZ_Final_Report_Published_2.23.21_720126_7.pdf)

District Capacity Assessment 
(https://nirn.fpg.unc.edu/sites/nirn.fpg.unc.edu/files/imce/documents/DCA 7.7 10-18-19.pdf)

Reading Tiered Fidelity Inventory 
(https://mimtsstac.org/evaluation/fidelity-assessments/reading-tiered-fidelity-inventory-r-tfi)

School-wide PBIS Tiered Fidelity Inventory 
(https://assets-global.website-
files.com/5d3725188825e071f1670246/60108a57b3fa685215c10927_SWPBIS Tiered Fidelity 
Inventory (TFI).pdf)

MiMTSS Technical Assistance Center 
(https://mimtsstac.org/)

MiMTSS Data System 
(https://mimtsstac.org/evaluation/mimtss-data-system)

MiMTSS YouTube Channel 
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCBv-Ta-s7l62KeTgu5Hn8mA/featured)

MDE’s website 
(https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-81376_86454---,00.html)

Michigan’s MTSS Technical Assistance Center is funded by the Michigan Department of Education 
and the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education Programs.
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