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Recommended Approach for Collecting  
Acadience Reading K-6 Data 

This document describes and provides rationale for Michigan’s MTSS Technical Assistance 
Center’s (MiMTSS TAC) recommended approach to collecting Acadience Reading K-6 
benchmark/screening and progress monitoring data. 

Benchmark/Screening Data 

In the Acadience Reading K-6 Essential Workshop, multiple approaches to collecting 
Benchmark data and the advantages and disadvantages of each approach are outlined. The 
reader is encouraged to review Module 10 of the Essential Workshop before giving 
consideration to the following recommendation. 

Based on our experiences working in multiple schools of varying sizes, the MiMTSS TAC team 
has found that utilizing a school-wide, team-based approach to collecting Benchmark data 
that includes the classroom teacher in some fashion maximizes both the efficiency and 
accuracy of Benchmark data collection. 

Increased Efficiency 
A team-based approach to testing helps to minimize time lost from instruction. A team of 5 
assessors is typically able to test a class of 30 students in under an hour. If the responsibility for 
Benchmark testing falls solely on the classroom teacher, up to 5 hours of instructional time 
could be lost (or covered by a sub) in order to assess 30 students. 

Increased Accuracy 
A team-based approach where testing occurs in a central location such as the hallway outside 
the classroom or another space in the building, makes it easier to conduct reliability checks on 
administration and scoring. Assessors can take turns shadow scoring each other and 
completing the Acadience Reading K-6 Assessment Accuracy Checklists to give each other 
feedback. Also, during down-times when classes are transitioning, assessors can swap scoring 
booklets with each other to check for scoring errors. We have found that a within-classroom 
approach significantly limits the opportunities for these types of collegial reliability checks. 
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Benchmark Assessment Team Composition 
The composition and size of the assessment team varies from school to school; the larger the 
team, the less time it takes to assess each class. Assessment team members must attend the 
Acadience Reading K-6 Essential Workshop, participate in routine refresher sessions and 
demonstrate that they are able to accurately administer and score each of the Acadience 
Reading K-6 measures. Having principals and other school leaders involved on the assessment 
team, especially in the beginning stages, can really increase staff buy-in for the importance of 
this data and increase the team’s motivation to ensure accurate data collection. 

Teacher Involvement 
If classroom teachers attended the Acadience Reading K-6 Essential Workshop, participated in 
routine refresher sessions and demonstrated that they are able to accurately administer and 
score each of the Acadience measures for their grade-level, they should be encouraged to 
participate on the assessment team. Teachers may choose to hand-pick a few of their students 
(e.g., a student with an articulation difficulty or a new student who might be feeling a bit 
nervous), randomly select their students or assess students from another class. Teachers who 
have not yet been trained, or who would prefer not to assess students, can be encouraged to 
find other ways to be involved (e.g., observing an assessor, checking for errors in the scoring 
booklets, supporting data entry). We have found that teacher involvement in Benchmark testing 
in some fashion or another typically leads to increased buy-in and use of the data, but we have 
also seen examples in the field where teachers are not involved at all in Benchmark testing, yet 
they are highly involved in data interpretation and use, which is the ultimate goal. 

Conclusion 
The decision about which approach to take to Benchmark testing is best made at the local level. 
We provide this recommendation to give you deeper insight into the advantages of a school-
wide, team-based approach and some disadvantages to the within classroom 
approach.  Sometimes the approach your school/district first selects is not the one you 
ultimately land on. When selecting your approach, keep in mind the short-term goal of collecting 
accurate data and the long-term goal of ensuring teachers use the data to inform their 
instruction. 
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Progress Monitoring Data 

Guidance from Acadience Learning 
Acadience Learning provides Progress Monitoring guidance in a document titled Progress 
Monitoring with Acadience Reading K-6. The following information from that document provides 
considerations for who should collect progress monitoring data.  

“Any educator who has been trained on the Acadience Reading K-6 administration and scoring 
procedures can collect progress monitoring data. The person who is providing the instruction is 
the one who needs the progress monitoring information and is the most likely person to collect 
the data. However, it can be just as effective for someone other than the instructor to collect the 
data, as long as it is shared in a timely fashion. For example, students who are receiving speech 
therapy might have their progress monitored by the speech therapist. Special educators and 
reading specialists might monitor progress of the students on their caseload and share the 
results with the classroom teacher. Classroom teachers might progress monitor the small group 
of students with whom they are meeting daily because they are the ones who are most in need 
of support. It can be helpful to share the task of collecting progress monitoring data. It is 
important that the data be easily and frequently accessed by the student’s instructor(s).” 

Conclusion 
We support this guidance and underscore the importance of ensuring that every staff member 
involved in providing reading instruction to a particular student should be able to easily access 
and interpret that student’s progress monitoring data regardless of who collected the data. 

 

URLs Used in Document  
Progress Monitoring with Acadience Reading K-6 
(https://acadiencelearning.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/2020-
02_Progress_Monitoring_Guidelines_color.pdf) 
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