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Checking the Accuracy of Acadience Reading K-6 Data 
Collection: Paper/Pencil Administration 

This document outlines a process for checking the accuracy of Acadience Reading K-6 Data 
Collection. Pages 4-6 serve as a form for documenting results from the accuracy checks. This 
process does not supplant the need for ensuring high-quality initial training for all assessors. 
Rather, the approach assumes that all assessors have been trained through participation in the 
2-day Acadience Reading K-6 Essential workshop and have participated in a recent refresher 
training. This approach is not designed to be used as part of educator evaluation or high-stakes 
decisions.  

Materials Needed 

1. Detailed assessment schedule (classroom names, screening date, and time window, 
number of students per class and grade, assessor names) 

2. Acadience Reading K-6 Assessment Accuracy Checklists (multiple copies of the 
checklist for each subtest) for use during shadow scoring 

3. Multiple copies of blank student booklets for each grade level for use during shadow 
scoring 

4. Calculator 
5. Access to Acadience Data Management with data entry capabilities 

Process 

1. Develop a detailed screening assessment schedule. 
2. Recruit and assign assessment team members, ensuring all assessors have participated 

in the Acadience Reading K-6 Essential workshop. 
3. Provide refresher training for assessment team members (format and length can vary 

based on needs). 
4. Communicate with assessors the intent of monitoring the accuracy of data collection is 

to ensure staff has accurate data for making instructional decisions. The intent is not to 
single out individuals or “catch” assessors. Drift happens, and we can all benefit from 
feedback.  

5. Identify individuals who will be involved with checking the accuracy of data collection. 
The tasks listed below could be performed by one person or by multiple people 
depending on comfort level and capacity. 
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Shadow Scoring 

Shadow score all assessors at least once prior to the screening window or during the first week 
of testing. Prioritize the lower grades (K-2) and newer assessors when deciding who to shadow 
score and when.  

Shadow scoring involves sitting next to or behind an assessor while they collect screening data 
with a student. The person who is shadow scoring will use a copy of the benchmark scoring 
booklet to score alongside the assessor. The shadow scorer will also use the Assessment 
Accuracy Checklists for each assessment administered to the student and will use the 
checklist(s) to provide feedback to the assessor. When the student is done and has left, the 
shadow scorer offers immediate feedback to the assessor regarding procedures done well and 
procedures needing more practice, using specific examples. In cases where an assessor needs 
more practice, it may be helpful for the shadow scorer to model using the next student or to at 
least continue observing until the assessor is consistently using all procedures and there is a 
high level of confidence in the accuracy of the data collected. In cases where the shadow scorer 
observes data collection that is wildly inaccurate, a decision can be made on whether to use the 
scores collected by the shadow scorer or have the shadow scorer immediately retest the 
student using progress monitoring materials. 

Table 1. Sample shadow scoring notes 

Assessor Name 
(optional) 

Measures/Grade Observed Describe Feedback Provided to 
Assessor 

T. Lucas K (Winter): FSF, LNF, PSF, 
NWF 

Showed assessor the standard 
reminders to provide for FSF  

L. Prince 1 (Winter): NWF, DORF Reminded that NWF WWR requires 
students to read the nonsense word 
as a whole word accurately the first 
time and just once.  
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Scoring and transfer of scores to the front of booklets (including Daze) 

Check the score markings, calculations, and transfer to the front of booklets for 10% of students 
in each classroom. Look for the correct marking and scoring of student booklets, accurate 
calculation of scores, and accurate transfer of scores to the front of student booklets. It is helpful 
when assessors initial the front of booklets in the assessment period column so that if errors are 
found, feedback can be provided to assessors.  

Table 2. Sample scoring and score transfer notes 

Classroom Grade 10% Based on 
Total Student 
Count 

Describe any errors and actions 
taken to make corrections and 
prevent future errors 

Mr. Snowy K 2 No errors found 

Mrs. Weather 1 3 Found inaccurate calculation of NWF 
WWR, but markings were all correct, 
so able to recalculate correct scores. 

Transfer of scores from booklets to data system 

Check transfer of scores from booklets to the data system (e.g., Acadience Data Management) 
for at least 10% of students per grade. Starting with a stack of student booklets, check that 
scores on the front of booklets and scores entered into Acadience Data Management are 
consistent. 
Table 3. Sample notes for transferring scores from booklets to data system 

Grade 10% Based on 
Total Student 
Count 

Describe any errors and actions taken to make corrections 
and prevent future errors 

K 5 Found 2 students whose scores were swapped 

1 6 No transfer errors found 

Additional Considerations and Resources 

It can be helpful to ask newer assessors to stay an additional hour after the first and second 
days of testing to double score all of the kindergarten and first grade booklets. This helps to 
provide additional scoring practice and support the assessment team with making accurate 
scoring marks. It can also be helpful for experienced assessors to know their work will be 
double checked and the entire team can discuss common scoring errors the next morning as an 
additional way to promote accurate data collection. 

It may also be helpful for districts to review the MiMTSS Recommended Approach to Collecting 
Acadience Reading K-6 Data  on the MiMTSS Technical Assistance Center’s Support for 
Reading Mentors webpage for more information on the use of an assessment team. 

  

https://mimtsstac.org/teams-roles/specialized-functions/data-coordinators/acadience-reading-mentor
https://mimtsstac.org/teams-roles/specialized-functions/data-coordinators/acadience-reading-mentor
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Acadience Reading K-6 Data Accuracy Notes 

District: 

School: 

Assessment Dates: 

Individual(s) Responsible for Checking Data Accuracy: 

Shadow Scoring 
Table 4. Record shadow scoring notes in this table. 

Assessor Name 
(optional) 

Measures/Grade Observed Describe Feedback Provided to 
Assessor 
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Scoring and transfer of scores to front of booklets (including Daze) 
Table 5. Record notes in this table regarding scoring accuracy and transfer of scores to front of booklets. 

Classroom Grade 10% Based on 
Total Student 
Count 

Describe any errors and actions 
taken to make corrections and 
prevent future errors 
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Transfer of scores from booklets to data system 
Table 6. Record notes in this table regarding the accuracy of transferring scores from booklet covers to 
the data system. 

Grade 10% Based on 
Total Student 
Count 

Describe any errors and actions taken to make corrections and 
prevent future errors 

K   

1   

2   

3   

4   

5   

6   

 

 

Michigan’s MTSS Technical Assistance Center is funded by the Michigan Department of Education 
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