
Reading Progression Graphic
An infographic shows the reading learning progression.

Word Recognition
Formal Instruction (Knowledge/Skill)
•	 Print concepts including book, print, letter awareness and dirctionality (K to mid-1st)

•	 Phonological (phonemic) awareness (K to 2nd)

•	 Basic phonics/multi-syllabic decoding and Reading Practice (K to 6th); ongoing use, skill refinement, and transfer to new contexts 
through 12th

The learner connects the three skills by 6th grade.

Language Comprehension
Formal Instruction (Knowledge/Skill)
•	 Oral language, includes Vocabulary, Morphology, Syntax, Discourse, Pragmatics (K through 12th)

•	 Topic/background knowledge necessary to understand Topic, Procedural, Socio-emotional;  necessary to develop understanding and to 
organize learning (K through 12th)

•	 Higher-order cognitive skills inferencing, verbal reasoning, comprehension monitoring (K through 12th)

The learner connects the two skills by 6th grade.

Reading Comprehension
Formal Instruction (Knowledge/Skill)
•	 Listening comprehension leads to reading comprehension, includes syntax, text structure, comprehension monitoring (K through 12th)

	| Novice reading leads to fluent reading.

	� Fluent (automatic) execution and coordination of word recognition skills and language comprehension processes.

	| Fluent reading leads to skilled reading.

	� Ongoing use of reading comprehension processes to actively construct meaning from text and establish well-elaborated mental 
models.

The learner connects the skill to word recognition and language comprehension by 9th grade and fully connects all the skills by 12th grade.
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