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Creative Commons License Information

You are free to share or adapt the resources for non - commercial 
purposes. We ask that you always attribute MiMTSS TA Center. All 
publications, materials, and resources on this site are licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License
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Structured Literacy Series Overview

1. Who, What, How & Why of Structured Literacy 
2. Phonemic Awareness and Phonics for Effective 

Instruction 
3. Foundational Writing Skills: Handwriting and Spelling 
4. Supporting Comprehension with Sentence - Level 

Writing 
5. Vocabulary and Morphology: Essential for 

Comprehension
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Training Effectiveness
• At the end of the session, you will be asked to provide feedback 

on today’s training 

• Results will be used to make improvements to professional 
learning and for reporting to TA Center stakeholders 

• One of the feedback questions you will see is related to promoting 
and positively portraying diversity among educators and learners 
(e.g., focus on asset - based language, positive representation of 
multiple identities)
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Purpose

• To provide an introductory overview of Structured Literacy 

§ Who receives instruction 

§ What instruction entails 

§ How instruction is delivered 

§ Why Structured Literacy instruction is essential for developing 

lifelong readers for all learners
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Intended Outcomes
• Explain how Structured Literacy instruction is appropriate for all 

learners at all tiers of instruction  

• Understand the instructional domains of Structured Literacy 

• Understand the principles that guide the delivery of Structured 
Literacy instruction 

• Explain why the Science of Reading provides the foundation for 
Structured Literacy instruction 
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Agenda
1.0 Introduction 

2.0 Why 

3.0 What 

4.0 Who 

5.0 How 

6.0 Closing 
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1.0 Introduction
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Literacy
• Reading instruction grounded in the Science of Reading 

• Instruction that is beneficial for all 

• Instruction that is essential for students at risk, including those with 
Dyslexia.
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Required Professional Learning Topics 
Public Act 146 

By not later than the beginning of the 2027 - 2028 school year, 
professional learning,…(is provided)… as determined by the 
department, regarding all of the following:  

 (e) Evidence  -  based instructional methods and features of 
 evidence  -  based interventions that are grounded in the 

science of reading and principles of structured literacy 
that are designed for pupils with characteristics of dyslexia and 

 pupils at risk for difficulties in learning to decode accurately 
 and efficiently. 

Public Act 146, 2024
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Required PL Topics (cont.)
 (f) Evidence - based instructional methods and features of 
 evidence  -  based interventions that are grounded in the 
 science of reading and principles of structured literacy 

that are designed to effectively meet the needs of most pupils. 

Public Act 146, 2024
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Michigan Dyslexia Handbook
• Structured Literacy Information 
§ p. 12 and p. 17

• Best practices to prevent reading 
difficulties 

• Assessment practices needed to 
inform instruction and intervention 

• A focus on learners who are 
exhibiting characteristics of dyslexia 
and identified with a word - learning 
disability 

St. Martin et al., 2022 
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IDA infographic 1

International Dyslexia Association, 2024
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2.0 Why
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IDA infographic 2

International Dyslexia Association, 2024
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The Why

International Dyslexia Association, 2024

17



Science of Reading Definition
• Science of Reading is:

• A large body of scientifically - based research across disciplines about 
reading and issues related to reading and writing

• Research conducted over the last 50 years across the world
• Research that includes findings from studies in learning to read in 

multiple languages
• The Science of Reading means there is substantial evidence to inform 

how proficient reading and writing develop, why some have difficulty, 
and how we can most effectively assess and teach to improve 
outcomes

The Reading League [TRL, 2022]
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The Science of Reading is NOT
• Not an ideology or philosophy
• Not a fad, trend, new idea, or pendulum swing
• Not a political agenda
• Not a one-size-fits-all approach
• Not a program of instruction
• Not a single, specific component of instruction, such as phonics 

The Reading League [TRL, 2022]
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Why the Science of Reading?
• Children who start low stay low
• Trouble with early word reading skills leads to
§ Less time spent reading 
§ Slow vocabulary growth 
§ Missed opportunities to practice comprehension strategies 
§ Negative attitudes toward reading 

• The best solution to the problem of reading failure is to 
allocate resources for early identification and prevention

Adapted from the work of Dr. Stephanie Stollar Consulting, 2025
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3.0 What
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IDA infographic 3

International Dyslexia Association, 2024
22



The What 

International Dyslexia Association, 2024
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Simple View of Reading

The Simple View of Reading is depicted as a multiplication 
formula. Word Recognition (Decoding) multiplied by Language 
Comprehension equals Reading Comprehension. Under Word 
Recognition lists ability to read words accurately and quickly. 
Under Language Comprehension lists ability to extract and 
construct meaning from spoken language. Under Reading 
Comprehension lists ability to extract and construct meaning 
from text

Gough & Tunmer, 1986; Hoover & Gough, 1990; Tunmer & Hover, 2019
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0 = 01 X

1 00 X =

1 11 X =
X .5 = .25.5

How Does the Simple View of Reading Work?



Progression of Reading Skills

Reading Learning Progression timeline from Prekindergarten to 
12th grade. Word Recognition, Language Comprehension and 
Reading Comprehension skills aligned to the grade level formal 
instruction begins along a continuum of novice reading to fluent 
reading and finally skilled reading. Each skill has a colored string 
attached and the strings come together to form the "Reading 
Rope"

St. Martin et al., 2022 26



Overlap of inforgraphics
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The Simple View of Reading 
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4.0 Who
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The Who

International Dyslexia Association, 2024
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MTSS
• Tier 1 
§ All students are provided with Structured Literacy Instruction  

• Tier 2 
§ Students receive additional intensified instruction using principals of 

Structured Literacy 

• Tier 3 
§ Students receive even more intensive Structured Literacy intervention  
• Additional dosage/frequency with a highly qualified instructor

Odegard, 2024
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MTSS Professional Learning
• Grade - Level Continuous Improvement: Tier 1 Data Analysis 

for Instructional Decision Making
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Structured Literacy for English Learners
• ELs are a rapidly growing population of students in U.S. schools 
• Teach ELs foundational reading skills and English Language 

Development together  
§ Incorporate their native language to support the development of English 

• Michigan Dyslexia Handbook p. 13

St. Martin et al., 2022
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5.0 How
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IDA infographic 4

International Dyslexia Association, 2024
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The How

International Dyslexia Association, 2024
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Explicit Instruction
• Explicit instruction is a systematic instructional approach that 

includes a set of delivery and design procedures derived from 
effective schools research Ideas that Work

• Unambiguous and direct approach to teaching that incorporates 
instruction design and delivery. 

Archer & Hughes, 2011
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Explicit, Systematic, Sequential Explicit Systematic Sequential
New skills are directly 
modeled

Students are guided to the 
correct response 

Error response includes 
immediate corrective 
feedback

Skills are practiced to mastery 
and automaticity

Consistent instructional 
routines are used to guide 
students to correct responses

Instructional time is carefully 
allocated to maximize time on 
task

Cumulative review

Skills are taught in order from 
easier to harder; Pre-
requisites are taught first

Component or foundational 
skills are taught directly to 
support higher-order skills

Intentional sequence within 
and across lessons; within 
and across grades

Used with permission of Stephanie Stollar Consulting, 2025
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6.0 Closing
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IDA infographic 5

International Dyslexia Association, 2024
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Next Up: Structured Literacy Series

1. Who, What, How & Why of Structured Literacy 
2. Phonemic Awareness and Phonics for Effective Instruction 
3. Foundational Writing Skills: Handwriting and Spelling 
4. Supporting Comprehension with Sentence - Level Writing 
5. Vocabulary and Morphology: Essential for Comprehension
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Stay Connected to the MiMTSS TA Center

      Facebook 
@MiMTSSTACenter 

facebook.com/MiMTSSTACenter 

#MiMTSS

     Listserv 
tinyurl.com/MiMTSSListserv 

TA Offering, updates

        YouTube 
@MiMTSSTACenter 

youtube.com/@MiMTSSTACenter 

Videos & Playlists

    Instagram 
@MiMTSSTACenter 

instagram.com/MiMTSSTACenter 

#MiMTSS 
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